
APPENDIX 4 

Recipient: Rochdale Council Library Services 

Project: Fit, Feed and Read (Junction Library and Langley Library) 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £3,500 to each library 

Junction and Langley Libraries’ Fit, Feed and Read was an initiative throughout the school 
summer holidays (24 July to 1 September 2017) to provide every child aged 5-11 who joined 
the Summer Reading Challenge 2017 with a free lunch on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays between 11am and 2.30pm at Junction Library and Langley Library offered 
children a free lunch on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays between 11am and 2.30pm and 
Fridays between 1.30pm and 3pm.  The children had an opportunity to read and discuss the 
books they are reading, participate in arts and crafts and get active with outdoor sports 
sessions. 

Animal Agents was the name of the Summer Reading Challenge 2017 that aimed to get 
children into libraries to keep up their reading skills and confidence during the long holidays.  
The Challenge has a different theme each year and children can read whatever they like - 
fact books, joke books, picture books, audio books - just as long as they are borrowed from 
the library.  Children receive special rewards each time they finish a book and there's a 
certificate and medal for everyone who completes the Challenge.  The Summer Reading 
Challenge is open to all primary school aged children and is designed for all reading abilities. 
Schools work with local libraries and give out information to encourage children to take part, 

“…children had an opportunity to read and 
discuss the books they are reading, 
participate in arts and crafts, and one of the 
biggest things, interact with children they 
would not normally be in the company of” 
Stuart Howarth 
Team Leader, Libraries & Customer 

Access 

https://readingagency.org.uk/children/practitioners-guides/summer-reading-challenge-resources-for-teachers.html


 and most libraries run a Summer Reading Challenge linked early year’s activity for pre-
schoolers.  The theme of Animal Agents, illustrated by the UK's best-selling children's 
illustrator Tony Ross, was about a detective agency manned by all kinds of clever animals.  
By reading and visiting the library through the holidays, children received a special Animal 
Agents detective folder, a host of stickers (some with mysterious smells) and other goodies, 
plus a medal and a certificate when they read any six books over the summer holidays.  The 
Summer Reading Challenge website allowed children to log the books they read during the 
summer – and beyond.  Also they could find new books to read, recommended by other 
children, watch exclusive author videos, take part in competitions and play games. 

Link4Life had planned to deliver Fit and Fed sessions during the summer holidays and after 
discovering the library service were planning on extending the Read and Feed initiative across 
the borough, they viewed it as an ideal opportunity to combine the projects to share resources 
and offer more provision to more young people who were in need of it.  A link established with 
FareShare (a charity that helps organisations working with people who could go hungry by 
distributing surplus food from the food industry) facilitated the provision of over 450 meals to 
the young people who were attending the Fit, Feed and Read sessions across the borough.  
Heywood Civic Centre was the central delivery site for the food as it had appropriate storage 
space for the large quantity of drinks, cereal bars and biscuits each week before the food was 
then distributed to each venue.  A local caterer was used to supply sandwiches alongside the 
food from Fareshare to guarantee each child received a lunch and not be solely reliant on the 
fluctuating quantity of surplus food.  Two multi-sport coaches facilitated the sports sessions 
utilising space in and around the library.  Sports were adapted to the space, eg tennis was 
delivered inside a library with softer balls and a portable net.  Over 22 coaches worked on the 
Fit, Feed and Read sessions with the majority living within the borough.  As well as having 
qualifications in sport and leisure, the coaches who facilitated the sessions engaged with 
young people from the different areas and the diversity of the workforce reflected the various 



communities the sessions were being delivered in.  The coaches also supported the morning 
read sessions at some of the venues where staffing was stretched.  Young people who 
attended regularly were given free family swim vouchers. 

Fit, Feed and Read has attracted young people into each library to experience reading for 
pleasure, inspire their creativity, develop relationships with others and get active.  The 
provision of a free lunch has ensured some consistency for those children who are in receipt 
of free school meals. 

Link4Life propose to link future projects with the Link4Life Healthy Weight Team who 
will be providing family cooking on a budget workshops.  It would also be useful to 
upskill local people to help support the sessions, ie food hygiene and cooking 
qualifications.  We have links with NCS (National Citizen Service) and groups of 
young people chose to come down to Darnhill, Balderstone and Junction Libraries to 
help out and implement skills they’d learned over the summer.  A video was 
produced by the NCS group https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aaKU-JSObFE 
Scott Hardy 

Youth Intervention Officer, Link4Life 

Feedback from facilitators, library staff and parents has been positive especially 
about how the children were so much more confident after just a few weeks 
attending the sessions.  Children who would hardly ever get involved in sport were 
willing participants by the end of the scheme.  Children who did not socialise were 
fully interacting with others and one parent said how much she had saved on her 
electricity bill as the children had left the house over the six weeks holiday. 
Stuart Howarth 

Team Leader, Libraries & Customer Access

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aaKU-JSObFE


“Young players aged 6, 7 and 8 years enjoyed 
a weekly game of rugby league on successive 
summer evenings at Hopwood Hall College.  
There is very good scope for a community 
rugby league club based in Middleton” 
Niel Wood 
Chair of Trustees, Hornets Sporting 

Foundation 

Recipient: Rochdale Hornets Sporting Foundation 

Project: Middleton Township Origin Series 2017 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £4,360 

Rochdale Hornets Sporting Foundation is a charity that aims to encourage the people of the 
borough to get involved with rugby league regardless of age or ability.  A dedicated 
community coaching staff and foundation management team work with local clubs, schools 
and organisations to promote rugby league and to make sure more people can enjoy playing, 
watching and being involved in the sport.  Fun and unique opportunities are provided to 
inspire children and adults to lead a healthier, fuller life and take a pride in their local 
community by using a variety of engaging quality assured programmes. 

Middleton Township Origin Series 2017 was a programme of healthy activity, competition 
and support for young people based on the State of Origin Series in Australia to engender a 
sense of pride in their local community, in themselves and their home town.  The programme 
aimed to support young people to take part in regular, supervised physical activity, provide a 
framework in which to learn new social and athletic skills to serve them for life, create a 
personal responsibility for their own physical fitness, ensure that young people have access 
to healthy out of school diversions and encourage social cohesion with the whole community 
having the opportunity to play together. 

The Hornets Sporting Foundation provided twelve weeks of rugby league coaching to 
primary and secondary schools in Middleton.  Coaching was supplied by qualified and DBS 
certified staff.  Bowlee Park and St Mary’s Primary Schools and St Anne’s Academy and 
Cardinal Langley Secondary Schools participated in the programme (420 young people) and 
in addition to the rugby league coaching they had the opportunity to play at a festival in 
Hopwood watched by their families and friends and benefit from fitness testing and 
improvement sessions.  Young people from Cardinal Langley High School took part in a 
primary tag competition.  A minimal contact version of rugby league generally played in the 
7-a-side format; it is a primer for young players to learn the basics of traditional rugby and 
involves just the same tactics – pass, catch, evade.  The skills learned can easily be 
transferred in the future when they are ready to take on traditional rugby as a hobby or a 
profession.  St Anne’s Academy U13 girls participated in a touch rugby competition.  A fast-
paced, action-packed non-contact sport that places emphasis on running, agility and ball 
handling abilities which includes eye-hand coordination for passing and catching balls. 

Every player who attended the programme was eligible to play in the 2017 Origin Series 
between the four Townships over a four week period and the local community were invited to 
attend to support their Township in the competition.  Local young people learnt basic 
fundamental movement skills and many of them had the opportunity to test their own 
physical literacy and to improve over an eight month period. 



Recipient: Riverside 

Project: Langley in Bloom 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £500 

Riverside is a charitable registered society that provides social housing, support and 
affordable housing to people of all ages and circumstances throughout England.  A values 
driven organisation that aims to revitalise neighbourhoods by building new homes, creating 
and maintaining green spaces and bringing people together through community engagement 
programmes.  Riverside manages the Langley estate in Middleton and through their services 
they enable people facing a wide variety of challenging circumstances to lead more resilient 
and independent lives. 

Two flower beds were created on the main approaches to the Langley estate on Braithwaite 
Road approaching from Langley Lane and Wood Street approaching from Middleton town 
centre.  Groups were invited to assist with the bulb planting to engender a sense of 
belonging and pride in the area.  The flower beds have been planted with a variety of bulbs 
that bloom at varying times throughout the year to extend the flowering period  Also the types 
of bulbs selected for the floral displays will propagate and increase the number of bulbs year 
on year to minimise the need for additional planting. 

Langley in Bloom aimed to improve and enhance the natural environment in the area by 
providing colour and making the two approaches onto Langley more attractive and inviting.  It 
is hoped the floral displays in the main approaches to the area will increase the level of 
interest in the surrounding environment which will help to reduce the level of fly-tipping and 
encourage residents to improve the condition of their gardens. 

“Feedback from Langley Estate Committee, 
Elected Members and the whole community, 
which includes social housing tenants and 
owner occupiers, has been exceptionally 
positive” 
Jeff Allen 
Neighbourhood Service Manager, 

Riverside 



Recipient: Middleton Town Centre Management 

Project: Middleton Christmas Lights Switch On Event 2017 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £3,000 

Middleton Town Centre Management hosted the Christmas Lights Switch On event on 18 
November 2017 that commenced the countdown to Christmas with social and economic 
benefits for the town centre with the event attracting many visitors and shoppers.  The event 
had a community stage with live performances from Middleton Popstars Academy, Rochdale 
Music Service, Middleton Brass Band, Langley Theatre Work Shop, Merlin’s Magic Show, 
Tracing Steps and Angie Mack’s Glow Show.  Market stalls offered shoppers a wide 
selection of festive goods plus Christmas food and drink with complimentary mince pies, 
mulled wine and hot vimto.  The crowds were entertained throughout the afternoon with a 
family fun fair, selfie booth, face painter, a magic show performance and Santa made an 
appearance with his Elves to hand out selection boxes to children.  A special celebrity guest 
(Samia Longchambon from Coronation Street) joined the Mayor and Mayoress to turn on the 
Christmas lights from the stage on the Entertainment Circle in Middleton Gardens.  The 
crowds were treated to a spectacular fireworks display that brought the event to a close.  A 
video was produced and can be viewed on YouTube at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hFNiNHTbRbo 

“This was the best attended Christmas lights 
switch on I have been involved in (5 years) 
and the feedback was great” 
Adam Torevell 
Chief Executive, Middleton Town Centre 

Management 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hFNiNHTbRbo


Recipient: Link4Life 

Project: Middleton Holiday @ Home 2017 

Fund: Events Fund 

Awarded: £15,000 

Link4Life hosted a programme of activities aimed at children and young people during the 
summer holidays (from 21 July to 1 September 2017).  The Middleton Holiday @ Home 
was originally conceived by the Township Committee as a response to a lack of co-
ordinated leisure opportunities for children and young people during the summer holidays 
and consequent problems of anti-social behaviour and nuisance.  This year’s programme 
was coordinated by the Programme Manager for Children and Young People within the 
Culture, Health & Participation Service of Link4Life (Rochdale Boroughwide Cultural Trust) 
on behalf of the Middleton Township.  All local community groups, sports clubs and service 
providers were invited to submit proposals to deliver activities within the 2017 summer 
programme.  In addition, Middleton Councillors were all informed of the opportunity to 
submit proposals.  A successful programme of activities was delivered engaging many 
young people and groups/organisations within the Township during the summer of 2017 to 
build upon the success of the previous year. 

The programme was delivered in a number of Link4Life 
facilities and many community venues such as  
community centres, libraries and parks.  The  
choice of these local venues strengthens  
connections within a community.  With the  
support of local sports clubs and community  
organisations, the programme delivered  
exciting activities that young people may  
not have had the opportunity to try.  Link4Life  
made in kind contributions in respect of officer  
time to oversee and develop the programme  
and all administration costs involved with the  
programme.  A promotional brochure was  
produced to market the programme throughout  
Middleton including 4,000 copies for general  
distribution to children and young people. 
In addition, the brochure included Link4Life’s  
Go4it Summer Fun brochure which gave  
details on all activities delivered by Link4Life.   
This brochure went out to every primary aged  
child in the Borough. 

“Improving access to activities in safe and 
appropriate community play spaces is vital to 
enable more children to play outdoors.  
Middleton Holiday @ Home has enabled 
activities to take place in the right place and at 
the right time for children and young people to 
attend” 
Leigh-anne Carnall 
Programme Manager – Programme Manager 

for Children and Young People, Link4Life 



Middleton Holiday @ Home aimed to increase the number of children and young people in 
Middleton participating in sport, physical activity, culture, art and play.  A total of 18 projects 
were delivered across Middleton with 4,803 attendances recorded by 1,122 children and 
young people (a 41% increase in the number of attendances compared to 2016 with 90% of 
children from the Middleton area). 

Middleton Holiday @ Home made a significant contribution towards increasing sport, art, 
culture and leisure opportunities for children and young people during the summer holidays 
across the Township delivered by Link4Life and other providers. 



“Uzma from MIND was able to give intensive 
one to one support with two families.  She also 
supported the outreach work at the MIND Café 
and sheltered housing.  One of the ladies with 
Epilepsy has been able to gain a bus pass with 
support.  One of the group members has now 
gained employment and two others volunteer at 
the centre” 
Joan Aspinall 

Manager, Burnside Community Centre 

Recipient: Burnside Community Centre 

Project: Epilepsy Support Group/Carers Support Group 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £947.16 

Burnside Community Centre is a hub for the benefit of the local neighbourhood and provides 
a quality environment to facilitate a wide range of recreational and educational activities 
across all age groups.  Local people have the opportunity to develop their skills and 
knowledge through the centre’s accredited training, taster sessions, awareness events and 
IT courses.  The centre is a home and a point of contact to various groups and organisations 
all working towards the aim of supporting those on the margins and in need of that first step 
towards better opportunities. 

The Epilepsy Support Group and Carers Support Group met on a weekly basis with the aim 
of enabling people with Epilepsy and carers of people with Alzheimer’s/Dementia to gain 
information and knowledge about support available and how to live a fulfilling life with the 
conditions.  Burnside Community Centre provided informal confidential space for the groups 
to meet, train and socialise.  Rochdale, Oldham & Bury Epilepsy Society (ROBES) worked in 
partnership with the Epilepsy Support Group to access resources and provide advice 
sessions and a representative from MIND with an agency ‘Everyday People’ worked with the 
Carers Support Group as they had the specialise experience in supporting people with 
Alzheimer’s and Dementia. 



Links were made with other carer groups in the Middleton area and the training and outreach 
work has had a beneficial effect on the wider community with over 30 people receiving 
training in strategies and information about Dementia/Alzheimer’s.  Local people have been 
given the opportunity and skills to communicate in a positive way with relatives/friends using 
the resources available to them, ie old photographs, music and older household implements.  
A Care Home Activities Worker expressed her appreciation about the new ways to work with 
the elderly in her care to achieve meaningful interactions on a daily basis.  The Burnside Pre-
School now visits this particular home on Langley.  The Epilepsy Support Group has enabled 
participants to meet with other people in their situation and learn from each other’s 
experiences, network with other groups/agencies/individuals to establish a support network 
and socialise to build their self-esteem and confidence. 



Recipient: Rochdale Council Library Services 

Project: Middleton Library's Programme of Events and Activities 

Fund: Project Fund 

Awarded: £699.06 

Middleton Library is a community hub for various groups/individuals and organisations with 
resources made available to help people gain access to free information, learn, improve 
their wellbeing and aspire.  The library is an integral part of the community in bringing 
people young and old from all backgrounds together to create a fun, safe and learning 
environment for everyone. 

A programme of children’s craft events have been successful in attracting young visitors to the 
library and inspiring their creativity in a fun and social environment.  At least 23 children have 
attended each session and enjoyed creating themed decorations for the library windows 
(flowers and bees in summer, ghosts and pumpkins at Halloween, robins in winter, etc) and 
making items after participating in ‘Storytime with Sue’. 

A new children’s Lego Club was established at Middleton Library with the aim of introducing 
more children to the library and encouraging children and their parents/carers to be more 
creative together.  The Lego Club has had a positive effect on local children offering a fun, 
safe and creative environment where they can socialise.  The sessions have provided a fun 
introduction to the library and the wider library and community service which some families 
may not have been aware of.  The club was launched to coincide with the Summer Reading 
Challenge 2017 and it has proved very popular with an increasing number of children at each 

“I believe we were very successful in achieving the 
increased use of the library that we set out to 
improve.  We have had extremely positive feedback 
from parents about the craft sessions and Lego 
Club.  The floor decals have worked very well, they 
are bright and have helped reduce the bottleneck 
near the Customer Service desks” 
Cornelia Stirzaker 
Senior Library and Information Assistant, 

Middleton Library 



session.  The Lego creations are displayed in the Children’s Library until the next meeting of 
the club and this attracts new members.  The club supports the national curriculum as part of 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths).  The activities promote creativity, 
problem solving, enhance communication skills, development of critical thinking and literacy 
ability. 

A Board Game Club for adults aimed to address social isolation and it was well received by 
the people who attended the Rochdale Connections Trust’s Coffee Morning.  Middleton 
Library has experienced a dwindling club membership since the Rochdale Connections Trust 
ceased the Coffee Morning.  It is proposed to relaunch the club on another day and recruit a 
volunteer to provide continuity. 

The events and activities have attracted new young members into Middleton Library and the 
Summer Reading Challenge has benefited with an increased participation that will improve 
the reading skills of local children. 



Recipient: Middleton Town Centre Management 

Project: Middleton Town Centre Management Function 2017 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £10,000 

Middleton Town Centre Management Company is dedicated to improving the vitality and 
viability of Middleton Town Centre.  The company was established to act as a catalyst 
between the Council, town centre businesses and other local stakeholders, and it has a 
crucial role in ensuring the commercial viability of a healthy town centre.  Middleton Town 
Centre Management Company promotes regeneration and attracts investment into Middleton 
Town Centre and manages Middleton Gardens’ town square as an arts and events venue for 
the local community to increase visitors to the town centre.  Support and advice is provided 
to businesses and retailers in the town centre through ongoing communication, they 
coordinate service providers to ensure a high quality and safe environment in the town 
centre, manage and promote Middleton Market operation in order to improve the image of 
and variety of retail in Middleton and organise events/activities to attract visitors and 
shoppers into the town centre. 

Events and activities hosted by Middleton Town Centre Management throughout 2017: 

Easter Eggstravaganza 
Middleton Gardens on the Easter weekend was the venue for the Easter Eggstravaganza 
when the area was transformed to create an Easter egg trail treasure hunt where children 

“We have received positive feedback on several of 
the events that we provide throughout the year in 
the Town Centre (mainly in and around the 
Gardens).  We evaluate each event to see if the 
attendance and feedback is as good as the year 
before” 
Adam Torevell 
Chief Executive, Middleton Town Centre 

Management 



were given the task of collecting stickers from a number of market stalls and shops in the 
Town Centre to complete their treasure map.  On completion, each child was eligible to 
collect their prize of an Easter Egg and also a certificate.  A children’s fun fair, face painting, 
performances from a Magician as well as a Punch and Judy show and the traditional 
Saturday Market made it a great day out. 

Summer Fun Days 
On Saturday 5, 12 and 26 August 2017 from 10am to 2pm the fun of the seaside was 
brought to Middleton Gardens.  Free activities for children and families included a face 
painter, a sand pit with sandcastle building competition, Punch and Judy, magic shows and 
art sessions in the Entertainment Circle in Middleton Gardens. 

Oktoberfest 
On the first weekend of October Middleton Town Centre Management host their own version 
of the world famous Bavarian Oktoberfest.  This free event on 1 October 2017 from 12 noon 
to 7pm in Middleton Gardens provided the local community and visitors to Middleton with an 
enjoyable day of live music, DJs, real ale and beer as well as a selection of quality food from 
vendors serving bratwurst, burgers, paella and cakes.  The crowds were entertained by five 
local bands (Assembly Point, The Driving Force, Identity, Rumpunch and SonPrimo) and 
sampled the quality ales of three local breweries.  A video of Oktoberfest 2017 has been 
produced and can be viewed on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uI9-NI2S4r8 

Halloween Heritage Trail 
Middleton Town Centre Management hosted a Halloween Heritage Trail on Friday 27 
October and Monday 30 October 2017 with walks at 6pm and 8pm on each date around 
some of the most famous ghostly sites in Middleton.  A spooky undertaker invited guests to 
meet him at Ye Olde Boars Head to follow him around the haunted trail before ending the 
tour to enjoy a supper of pie and peas at the Ye Olde Boars Head or Ring O Bells pubs.  The 
Halloween Heritage Trail focused on the history of Middleton and its people and proved 
popular with 121 people attending the walks. 

Middleton Gardens Brass Band Performances 
Middleton shoppers have been entertained with live, traditional brass band music every third 
Saturday of the month in Middleton Gardens throughout the year.  Performances from 
Chadderton & District Band and St Michael’s Brass Band have created a welcoming 
environment to visitors to the town centre with uplifting tunes that could be enjoyed from a 
seated area or background music to browsing the shops and market stalls. 

Small Business Saturday 
Middleton Town Centre Management encouraged the community to show their support for 
local businesses with activities arranged on Small Business Saturday on 2 December 2017.  A 
Christmas Window Dressing Competition gave local businesses the opportunity to showcase 
their creativity with twelve shops along Middleton Gardens, Long Street and Lodge Street 
taking up the challenge with Susan Travis Florist being judged the winner.  Live music from 
Blackley Brass Band, a free face painter and magician on Middleton Gardens was organised 
to entertain the festive shoppers. 

Middleton Town Centre Management promoted all the events widely on social media, within 
local publications, banners/posters in public locations and their quarterly newsletters. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uI9-NI2S4r8


Events during the year contribute to Middleton Town Centre being a destination local people 
want to visit and feel proud of.  We also try to interact with the local businesses via mediums 
such as Facebook, Twitter, the Town Team and Small Business Saturday Competition.  We 
struggle to engage with the local businesses as much as we would like to.  We have now 
started to engage with local businesses by asking if they would like to promote their business 
on social media, in particular Facebook.  We are doing this by buying some of their goods 
and doing ’like’ and ‘share’ competitions.  They improve the popularity of MTCM’s Facebook 
profile and the local business. 
Adam Torevell 

Chief Executive, Middleton Town Centre Management



Recipient: Rochdale Council Youth Services 

Project: Middleton in Bloom 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £2,000 

Young people from Springvale Youth Club, Boarshaw Social Club and Rhodes Youth Club 
with guidance from Rochdale Council Youth Workers took the lead in activities to enter 
Middleton in the North West in Bloom competition that rewards horticultural excellence, 
community involvement, environmental friendliness and sustainability. 

Middleton in Bloom activities provided the young people with the opportunity to learn about 
the many aspects to enter the competition.  Over 100 young people have participated in 
Middleton in Bloom from those who attend sessions with the Youth Service and others from 
schools or joining action days with their parents or grandparents.  The young people 
developed the skills required to interpret the competition criteria, agree a judging route, 
garden design, create flower beds with plants to attract pollinators, write to local businesses 
to seek donations and campaign about issues such as dog fouling.  Working with adult 
volunteers, local businesses and other agencies (ie three schools, community centres, 
dementia support day centre, community garden and community allotment) gave the young 
people an opportunity to learn about teamwork and effective communication to realise their 
objective.  A constituted community group has been established that meets the first Monday 
evening of every month and action days are organised out in the community. 

“The various projects encouraged 
the young people and the 
community to take ownership and 
pride in their areas and raised 
aspirations” 
Jill Amos 
Youth Worker, Rochdale 

Borough Council 



Middleton in Bloom had a successful debut in the North West in Bloom competition with a 
Silver Medal Award in the Small City Category.  The judges commented on the group 
making an excellent start to their journey in North West in Bloom and the level of 
partnership working across so many parts of their entry.  Very impressed with the work at 
various schools and the wide range of community involvement, the judges acknowledged 
they were already showing the commitment and dedication required to achieve future 
successes.  The young people from Springvale Youth Centre achieved a Level 4 Thriving 
for their entry into the It’s Your Neighbourhood Awards.  The judges commented on the 
enthusiasm and commitment of the group in making major improvements to the area.  The 
frontage of the Springvale Youth Centre was commended on its sustainable flower beds 
and contribution to the North West in Bloom campaign. 

We would like to get more of the new emerging communities and people from diverse 
backgrounds involved in the project, however, we are going to push for this next year 
by holding in bloom information stalls, open days and visit organisations to see how 
we can achieve this.  Although we did cover a wide range of areas in Middleton on 
our route and in our action days, we would like more areas to get involved in the 
project.  We would like local friends groups to work more in partnership with us and 
encourage people to get involved in the ‘It’s your neighbourhood’ award. 
Jill Amos 

Youth Worker, Rochdale Borough Council 






